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My Greatest Teacher
By: Maja Suric

 
 Throughout my numerous years in the Ridgefield Education Program, I have encountered dozens of 
amazing and influential teachers. Most of my teachers have always been able to do their job great and teach 
us more than just the topics in class. They were also able to act as life coaches and give us advice for our 
futures, therefore they were partly responsible for the people we’ve all grown into. If I had to put my finger 
on just on teacher that was the greatest during my time in education, I would easily pick one of my science 
teachers, Mr. Zunick. He taught lots of things additional to the lessons we learned in class. These moments 
occured last year while taking the course, AP Biology. 

 Besides studying for the big test in May, he taught us really important life lessons. One of these, fight 
against the urge to procrastinate. The load of work in that class was incomparable to any other class I have 
ever encountered throughout my entire time in highschool, however we were given a long time to do these 
assignments. Procrastination was everyone’s worst enemy. We all began the work a night or two before it 
was due, leaving us no choice other than to pull all nighters in order to get the grade we wanted. After doing 
this a few times with lab reports and projects, I finally broke my habit of leaving everything for last minute 
and from then on began working on things in a timely fashion. That class was the only one that was able to 
break that habit for me and it helped me not only in school, but for everything else in life that procrastination 
can affect. 
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What does my future look like?
by Mary Griffin

 
 As I finish my years of high school, there are many questions that need to be answered about what 
I want in life. The questions that must be answered are: What College do you want to go to? What do you 
want to major in? What kind of life do you want when you are older? These are all topics of conversation 
that can be extremely stressful to talk about. Many students may not know the answer to a lot of these 
questions and that can be very scary for them. It is a lot to answer, it is basically the rest of your life 
planned out. They really need to dig down deep into their hearts and find out what they really love to do 
and look for a career that involves what they love. 
          When I go to college I would like to enter into the field of  nutrition/ health sciences. I am very 
passionate about learning about nutrition and providing myself with the right foods to ensure that I am 
always performing to my best abilities, whether it be in sports or in school. Being an Athlete has really  
helped me figure out the best kinds of foods to eat to be the best I can be, and I would like to help others 
realize the importance as well.  With that being said, there are many careers that involve nutrition science. 
These include nutritionist/ dietician, a physical therapist, and much more. I would love to help people 
learn how to fuel their body the right way so that they  can live their best life. 
 Additionally, thinking about the life you want to live is another big step in your future. Some 
people might want a life where they can sit back and relax, and others may want a busy life full of 
challenges and demands, or some people want something in between. Deciding what life you want can 
also determine the career you want to pursue. I have always been a go- getter and am always up for a 
challenge. I am not a big fan of “resting”, I get bored easily and always feel the need to be active or 
challenged. My mom sometimes tells me that I need to relax and take it easy, but I can never listen to that, 
I am always occupied. Because of this, I think the career that I want, can meet my needs. I know someone 
who is a nutritionist and she always tells me that she is very busy with her clients and is always meeting 
new people, teaching, and is always at the gym teaching classes, and she absolutely loves it. After talking 
to her, I know that everything she said is something I want to do. In conclusion, there are many important 
questions that need to be answered about what students want in the future, and I think I have found the 
answer to a lot of these questions. 

New Year. What has Changed?
by Jude Durkin

 It’s officially a new year and it almost feels as if nothing has changed after the clock hit 
midnight on December 31st. Though it may not feel like it as a senior in high school this new 
year is an important one for me. This is the year  I’ll be graduating high school and heading off to 
college. This is also the year when I finally become an adult and to start taking control of larger 
responsibilities. This year has great potential for me and to be happy is an important aspect. I’m 
going to try to make the most out of it and shape my future whichever way I want.
 My career in high school has certainly been an amusing one. However, now that I’m a 
senior I need to focus on the bigger picture, college. My main goal for my future is to be a marine 
biologist and the path that needs to be taken can be a rough one. I need to start preparing myself 
for the hard work ahead and what I will need to do in order to fulfill my goal. As the youngest 
sibling in my house, it is easy for me to get advice on college due to my two brothers who have 
graduated and my sister, who is still currently going to school. Hopefully with their guidance I will 
be able to make it through college with the least amount of difficulty possible.
 Though 2019 is the year in which I go to college, it is also the year when I become an adult 
and to take control of the larger responsibilities. These responsibilities may be getting a job and 
paying car payments. But what is most important for me in this new year, is to be happy. I want to 
try and make it through the year with the least amount of negativity as possible. I feel like the key 
to a great life is to always make the most of it and be happy and content with what you have.
 In conclusion, a new year is a big deal for many people, some may want to go to the gym 
more or start a diet, however for me I want to let everything come naturally and for me to stop 
stressing about the future. I feel like if people think less about the future they would be relatively 
happier and less stressed out. My main goal for the future is to make it into marine biology and 
work in an environment I am comfortable in.
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Top 5 Worst Movies
by Jonatan Silva

     When I think about the top 5 the first thing that comes up in my mind is good things. Top 5 best games, Top 5 best 
tv shows, and the list go on. But why not talk about a top 5 worst movies of all time? This is the topic I’m going to 
approach in this article.
      Hollywood is full of amazing artists that do an amazing job at creating and being a character. But sometimes that’s 
not enough to get a movie to be good. 
      The 5th place in this list for me has to be “Birds”. This movie is just something that my opinion is really bad 
developed with bad acting and I don’t enjoy it at all. The sound of the birds is too loud and not credible at all. 
      I have to include “Orphan” as 4th place in this list. I love watching horror movies, they are my favorite type, but this 
movie had a weird story and it wasn’t enjoyable to watch at all that’s why I don’t like this movie.
      “Annabelle: Creation” has to be included in 3rd place. I like the story of this doll, but the movie is not one of the 
greatest, it is actually very boring to watch and the story doesn’t make any sense.
      The second spot will be occupied by one of the movies that let me down the most, Batman VS Superman. This 
movie literally had everything to be a banger. It would’ve been an iconic amazing battle but they ruined it with a very 
strange story that made me not enjoy the movie at all.
      The 1st spot has to go to “Spider-Man: Homecoming”. I feel like they ruined Spider-man’s story by changing the 
person that was the Spiderman I was used to, which made me not enjoy the movie at all.
      This was my top 5 worst list. It was all based in my own opinion and my experience with them.

Top 5 Hip Hop Artists
by Frank Lombardo

          For this top 5 review, I will be discussing the top 5 hip-hop artists in the scene currently. Music is based on many 
opinions but I will be discussing artists that have attracted big light to their name and who have been currently on the top 
100 billboards. This list will not be in any specific order as to who is the best out of these five, just simply who would be 
able to make it into the top 5.
 One of the artists I will be discussing is Migos. This group is made up of three Atlanta City rappers: Quavo, 
Takeoff, and Offset. They have put out an album named Culture II which has made it huge on the billboards. The trio 
has also released their own solo albums and other features this year which has helped grow their popularity throughout 
2018.
 A Boogie Wit da Hoodie is another popular rapper of this year. He has released an album in June and also has 
an album that is releasing another album this December 21st. He was a very high anticipated rapper, as many have been 
waiting to hear the new music he has in store for the end of this year. He has almost 10 million monthly listeners and is 
continuing to grow. He has starred on a Netflix original series, “Rapture” as well.
 Gunna is up for nomination in a grammy this year. He is 25 years old and got left out of the nominations after his 
debut album. He released Drip Season 3, his album, and Drip Harder with Lil Baby this year. Drip Too Hard, his newly 
released single is already a platinum record. It was #4 on the Top 100 billboards. His debut album came out in 2016 and 
has continued to grow from his sought out features.
 Lil baby is an extremely popular artist this year after he has only been rapping for a year. He is 24 years old and 
his first album that got him famous is Harder Than Ever, which released May 18, 2018. He recently dropped an album 
called Street Gossip that went #6 on top rap albums on billboards. Yes Indeed is the name of his recent single who he got 
Drake to feature on, that went double platinum.
 Meek Mill is a rapper who was very popular a few years back and has recently come out with an album this year 
to bring him back on the charts. He is 31 and born in Philadelphia. His new album features many popular artists such 
as Lil Baby, Cardi B, Rick Ross, Jay Z, Drake, Future, Kodak Black, and many more. His music generally discusses 
the hardships he went through growing up in the ghettos of Philadelphia. He made his own record label in 2012 called 
Dream Chasers. He was convicted of gun and drug chargers and violated his probation which he was then sentenced to 
2-3 years. He got out a couple months ago and then released his top selling album, Championships. 

Top 5 Articles
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Lessons Happen When You Least Expect Them
 by Mary Griffin

What is the most important lesson that you have learned lately? 
 As you get older, you learn many valuable life lessons that can be used in your everyday life. 
Recently, I have learned an important lesson. The lesson that I have learned is to work hard because it 
will pay off in the end. This year I have competed in cross country, and it is one of the most physically 
demanding sports. It requires physical energy as well as mental stability or energy. In order to succeed 
in this sport, you have to be consistent and you have to work hard everyday. I have not skipped a 
day of running this season and the results have shown off. Were there days where I did not always 
feel like running? Of course, but I knew that I could not give up and that if I keep on pushing myself 
I will get better.  For my first cross country season, I have only placed in the top three in each race 
and finished 2nd in the league as well as 2nd in the county. In addition, after conditioning all season 
and running everyday, my time has decreased at almost every meet. This lesson is not only useful for 
sports, it can also be applied to school. If you work hard and study hard every day, you will most likely 
be successful and earn the grade you want. In conclusion, a very important lesson that I have learned 
lately is to work hard because it will pay off in the end. 

Work Will Set You Free
 by Javier Delgado

       
   A valuable life lesson I’ve recently learned was “Do The Work”; if you want something in life you 
must do the work to get it. In life they are rarely shortcuts, if you have a goal you must be determined 
and do whatever it takes to reach it. If you have been thinking about that goal for a long time and you 
achieve it, there is a one hundred percent guarantee that you feel amazing about yourself. Even though 
they can be setbacks in your goals, you just need to fight and overcome them. You can’t let it get in your 
head and set you down. That will just make you feel negative about yourself physically and mentally. If 
you fight through it, the outcome is worth it. This life lesson is very important to me because it’s very 
inspiring and many people have goals in their life, but usually don’t achieve due to motivation. If you 
stay positive you will reach your goal. 

Time Management
by Kareem Nasser

 While everyone values different lessons at different points in their lives, one that seems most 
prevalent to my life at the moment is time-management. Its value during high school is extremely 
understated, as I have learned, and I can only imagine how useful my ability to manage time properly 
will be in both college and life afterwards. 
 Junior year, in my opinion, was the most challenging year of my educational path so far, and 
at that point I had to learn how to manage my time and rapidly. The one analogy I can think of in 
comparison to how I learned time management would be a child being thrown in the deep end of 
river and learning how to swim right then and there. Thankfully, I adjusted and learned fairly early 
on into the school year, and only while looking back in hindsight do I truly understand how vital it 
was for me to efficiently manage my time. Juggling advanced placement and honors classes along 
with extracurriculars such as soccer and student council tested my resolve and focus, but being able 
to organize time for each was invaluable to my success, as I’m sure my other peers have also realized 
for themselves. 
 Regardless of what stage of education/life one is entering, learning time-management is 
imperative to success. Without it, hours are lost in stress and trying to play catch up, whereas 
managing time assists in smoothing out the kinks in one's life and has a profound and positive affect, 
although often times unnoticed. 

The Crown staff wanted to share some of their most 
important life lessons with our Royal readership.  

Please enjoy our life lessons.
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Carpe Diem-Seize the Day
by Jenny Shin

What is the Most Important Lesson that you Have Learned Lately?

 All throughout my 16 years of being alive, I have learned so many lessons. But the most important 
lesson I have learned lately is to live your life to the fullest and to take chances. Also to enjoy everything you do 
and always try to be positive. Life is so short and living life to your fullest and taking chances are so important 
because we only regret the chances we didn’t take. This lesson has taught me to enjoy life while I can and live 
in the moment. There have been so many moments where I have worried about the future or the past instead 
of the present. Time flies and you never know when your last day alive will be. Recently, there have been 
many conflicts in my life that have took a huge toll on my life. Now there are certain things I cannot do that 
the average teenager can. Right now, all I wish for is that I can be “normal” again and all I think about is how 
many times I’ve passed on opportunities in the past that I cannot do now. This experience has really changed my 
perspective on life. Now I am more receptive and willing to try more activities.

Don't Fear, Fear
by Rosemary Rueda

          Fear is an illusion, Most of the things we fear never happen. Or if they do happen, they are rarely as bad 
as we fear they will be. For most of us, fear is the worst thing that will happen to us. Reality isn't as painful. 
This lesson is important to someone such as myself who sometimes lets fear get in the way of living life. We 
are all scared of certain things, but the best way to overcome is to realize we are our biggest fear. What I mean 
is that fear holds us back from doing things that are not so scary and won’t damage us. For example a boy 
is scared to ask out a girl and ends up scaring himself that she is going to say no, but in reality she likes him 
back and he is left with the “what ifs” because he was too scared to show how he really felt. Overall we should 
never let fear control our lives when we ourselves are our biggest enemy.

Your Happiness Matters
by Frankie Lombardo

 Throughout my life, I have learned many lessons whether it was from wisdom passed on from a family 
member or experience in life. The most important lesson that I have experienced firsthand was to not sacrifice 
your happiness for the sake of others. This is important for anyone that needs to hear it because it really shows 
you what you are worth and how you aren’t here to please everyone. It’s not wise to chase after people that 
won’t do the same for you. By doing so, you are missing the bigger picture about self improvement. Making 
yourself your top priority allows you to go and prosper as a human being. You begin to care for yourself and 
others that truly deserve to be cared for. Your overall happiness will continue to rise and grow as you fill your 
life with moments of joy. 
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What is Happiness?
by Maja Suric

 One’s future is unknown, there is no way to know how you will end up or what you 
will be doing, but you can push for the life you want now. The way you act now and the 
activities your pursue will shape you into the person you are meant to become. For my future 
I hope to have a busy life. In my early twenties I am willing to work my hardest in my career 
so I can make it out to be very successful. If you put in the work while you’re young then the 
rest will come easy. Being successful early into your career can allow for an early retirement 
and a better lifestyle. Instead of holding off and pressing pause on responsibilities during your 
twenties, you should work your hardest during that time due to the fact that you have the most 
drive to obtain money and reach the top. 
 Life is very expensive now a days. Housing and insurance will consume most of your 
pay. While that is being paid, you also get your money revoked through taxes when buying 
necessities. All of these factors make me determined to be successful so I can live a comfortable 
life without having to worry about my financial status. In order to get to that point, you need to 
have motivation and determination from the beginning. Taking breaks from school and taking 
a long time to find your inspiration will slow down your process of being successful at a young 
age. 
 I want my life to be busy for the fact of avoiding dullness. Once you don’t have anything 
to do, it becomes a habit. Being busy keep you moving and reduces laziness. Since money will 
be an important factor in my life, for the sake of living comfortably, laziness will not be an 
option. Having days to relax is very important and gives you time to gather your thoughts for 
your upcoming days. I also believe that challenges in a person’s life adds to its divergence 
and makes it a life worth living. If everything comes easy, then theres no purpose in trying to 
achieve anything for yourself. With uncertainty comes excitement. With the way you’re future 
is going to turn out being blurry, the thrill of not knowing should be a motivation to do the 
best you can! With all of these factors coming into play, quality of life and the rate at which I 
work will be great. I do not want to work too much, but working too little may be unhealthy by 
promoting boredom. 

Happiness
by Isabel Ricon

 Happiness, ever since high school began has been an important thing for me. I went into 
freshman year in a new school with a boyfriend from town. As you can imagine, things didn't end 
well and I wasn't happy for a long time. I convinced myself that without that person I would never 
be happy, but of course I was completely wrong. As time went on, I became friends with a whole 
new group of people and I was happy again. Sophmore year was when it really all made sense to 
me. Happiness for someone like me in a necessity. If I’m not happy with the people I surround 
myself with, then I will not be successful.
 Junior year began and I now had a different group of friends. This group of people I felt 
somewhat forced to speak to and hang out with because of who my #1 best friend was at the time. 
I felt like since she liked them and hung out with them that I had to too. Well… I was wrong. After 
a year of putting up with their immaturity and being taken advantage of because I was nicer than 
other people and because I had a car, I cut them off. I knew that I only ever wanted to surround 
myself with people that I wanted to hang out with and who wanted to hang out with me to so I 
made a decision! If someone was just hanging out with me because of the people I was friends 
with, because of my car or simply because we’ve been friends for so long, then this past few 
month, you got cut off from my life. 
 Today, November 29th, I have a solid 3 people I can call my friends and can really talk 
to. Ever since making the decision my senior year to stop talking to these people, I’ve truly been 
happy. After a while, I thought to myself “If I’m not happy when I talk to them or hangout with 
them, then why waste my time?” The day I asked myself that question was the same day I decided 
to stop talking to them because I’m someone who believes that you should make the best out of life 
because you only live once. Since making that decision, I’ve made new friends who enjoy talking 
to me and text me first to hang out! Their interested in me and my life and the same for me with 
them.
 I can confidently say now that the people I’m friends with, I will be friends with forever. 
One of my best friends now, and since 2nd grade, is Maja Suric. Many people have come and gone 
in my life, but she was always that one person whos always been around. She is the type of person 
I want in my life forever, and I think that will be the case. I know now because of my experiences 
in high school, that happiness is everything, and without it, I’d be lost. I’m lucky to say that I am 
truly happy my senior year of high school, and I hope I get to learn more in college and am able to 
make more relationships with more amazing people. 

 
  The Crown wanted to tackle the topics of happiness, success, and learning while 
going through life.  Enjoy our staff's articles on these topics.  If anyone from our 
readership would like to write about these topics please feel free to send your articles to 
amacdonald@ridgefieldschools.com. 

              Alper Can
         Age:  14 Grade 9
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Prosperity vs. Happiness
by Junnie Chung

 Success, the accomplishment of an aim or purpose. Whether this aim is to pursue happiness or to live a luxurious life 
if achieved it is still considered “success”. To some who have different aspirations your goal might not seem like success to 
them, merely a small achievement. Depending on your goals our meanings of success all vary. For example, going to college.
To someone who has become the first person in their family to attend a university it can be a great success. However, to 
someone whose family has had generations of kids being sent to college it can seem like a part of life that is to expected and 
if not achieved would be a rather large disappointment and disbelief. Overall, my terms of success would be to be able to live 
a comfortable life and be able to climb the corporate ladder.
 Over the years my concept of “success” has changed. As a young child my goals were smaller and more short term. To 
achieve A’s on my report card and to find out how to whistle were some of my goals. Overtime I was able to achieve this and 
as i got older my goals expanded into long term goals. These goals include being able to get into a university, buying a car, 
owning a house, having a career, etc. These goals eventually molded into one goal which was to be able to amass wealth. This 
is the major goal while goals such as having a car would come with the accomplishment of the main objective, The overall 
purpose of these goals were to be able to live a luxurious life in which I could pursue a career I enjoyed while also being able 
to support myself financially.
 Living a luxurious life is my definition of success but to someone who was born with a luxurious life their goals might 
be different. To them they might be more focused on achieving happiness or something they truly love to do because they 
have already acquired wealth. They might have been influenced by their parents growing up, and just like that I was influenced 
by my family because although we are in the middle class my parents, uncles, aunts, grandparents, etc have all worked their 
entire lives to achieve even a middle class life. Therefore, my goal to have wealth was influenced by my surroundings and my 
family.
 In conclusion, the term success can be defined in multiple ways. Depending on the situation you grew up in you can 
want different things. Most often people strive for the things they didn’t have or had a lack of growing up. Seeing a celebrities 
glamorous life are one of the things that influenced my goals. My definition of success puts wealth over some other factors 
of life such as family. Overall, everyone’s definition of success is different however, as long as you achieve your goal your 
definition of success is relevant even when it is different from others.

Learn As You Go
by Marilyn Grandov

 As you get older, you will face many difficult situations. You have your choices, and then you learn from each one that 
you pick. The choices I have made are leading me to what I believe is going to be a successful time at college and as an adult. 
Our opinions on what being successful varies. To me, it is achieving the goal you have set for yourself at that time. I always 
set achievable goals for myself, because the easiest way to avoid self-rejection. I am constantly doing things that are going to 
help improve my way of life. Achieving these goals I set for my self, is a step in the right direction. 
 Avoiding self-rejection is the easiest yet hardest thing I do to achieve my goals. You don’t want to set the bar too 
high, or the bar too low either. You have to know your strengths and weakness, and use each to your advantage. Self-rejection 
however, is also a good thing to experience. It teaches that you can’t always get what you want, or even after getting that 
“no”, you have to work harder to get what you want. This is a strong motivator for some people, and a deal closer for others. 
Personally, I like to work for what I have instead of it being handed to me because you lose all the fun from the challenge you 
take on. 
 With all this being said, I have set the bar just right for me and my future. I didn’t apply to Harvard, because I knew I 
wasn’t going to be able to get in. I also didn’t apply to Bergen Community College because there would be no waiting process. 
As I currently have been accepted to Fairleigh Dickinson in Teaneck, NJ, and I am still waiting to hear back. I am looking 
forward to hearing back from Stevens, NJIT, and Manhattan College. I knew that it would take a lot for me to get into some of 
these schools, but that’s the best part in the decision-making process- the wait. As the days pass by, I rush home to check my 
mail because I love the anticipation that comes with the application process. 
 All of these fall under the same category, life. NO matter what path you take, or what decisions you make, it can affect 
your everyday life. Just like success, self-rejection, college, and adult life. If you know college isn’t for you, then pursue 
something you love. If you let self-rejection eat you alive, you’ll always wonder, what if? If you are successful by your 
definition, then every day you should enjoy your life. If you study what you love in college and continue that career in your 
adult life, then you’ll never truly work a day in your life. All these things vary, and it’s all on you and your preferences. Don’t 
let someone discourage you, because no two people are on the same path of life. 

What is Happiness?
by Frank Lombardo

 
 Happiness is an emotion that is unlike any other. It comes in many forms, such as being accepted into your 
dream college, hitting your first home run, spending time with your significant other, and many more. It is important to 
constantly bring happiness into your life, whether it is by the acts of others or simply allowing yourself to reach your full 
potential. Something that brings happiness into my life is spending time with my closest friends.
 By having someone at your side, it allows you to have someone to talk to. You don’t have to keep something 
bottled up inside and you can vent to someone that actually understands. If something is bothering you, you are able to 
discuss this freely with them and hopefully resolve this issue. By having at least one close friend like that, it can benefit 
your happiness greatly. It is very hard to come across someone that shares a connection with you like that and is there 
for you every step of the way. It is hard to come over obstacles alone, but having a friend or multiple friends to help you 
along the way can bring much more happiness into your life.
 Another way to allow happiness to enter your life would be to do activities that you enjoy. One thing that allows 
me to be in my own zone would be the gym. If I’m feeling upset or worried or even mad about something, the gym 
allows my mind to roam free. I’m only focused on improving myself and proving myself wrong, that I can accomplish 
any goal I put my mind to. It makes me happy when I see improvements in my body and when I am able to see my true 
potential. For others it may be playing basketball, or practicing your favorite video game. Whatever is going to make you 
happy and help you overcome the hardships in your life is what you need to be doing everyday.
 Everybody has those days where you feel like you can’t accomplish anything and just want to be alone. However, 
it is also important that you keep your mind focused on yourself and constantly be thinking of ways to keep yourself at a 
positive mindstate. Life isn’t always going to be perfect, but as long as you surround yourself with positivity, everything 
will turn out the way you want it to be.
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Would You Ever Consider Taking a Gap Year?
    
 What is a "Gap Year?"  A Gap Year is when a person takes a year off after high school to get ready for college.  Many students work to save 
money, perform charity work or recharge themselves after four years of high school.  Our staff decided to tackle the topic of the Gap Year and here are 
their articles.

Gap years
by Michael Febles

 In recent years the idea of taking a year out of school after high school has gotten the attention of today’s youth. With the high 
expenses college can require, many have considered it. Others think it can become a big problem because those taking a year off can easily 
become uninspired to go back to school, or will have a tough time getting back into an academic lifestyle. For some, this works and even 
helps them discover what they want to do with their futures. If they choose to, they can even work that year to save up for college. However 
it has become controversial, since others struggle when they go back in the fall. They become stressed over a big change and have trouble 
balancing everything they need to do. This is because they spent an entire year without an organized schedule and need to rekindle those 
good habits while getting rid of the bad ones. Overall is it worth it? It really all depends on how you approach it. 
 There are many people who use the gap year as an opportunity to give serious thought and research to what they want to do in their 
futures. Whether it’s financially by working a full time job to save up for school, or going to schools and businesses to get to know about 
each path and what’s best for them, using time wisely is crucial to a successful gap year. Personally, I would use that year to do both. I 
would work full time, but on days off I’d go to schools, or even stay home and go online to find out what’s best for me. If the spare year 
isn’t used for something productive I consider it pointless. Taking a year “off” will only be a waste as there can be so much done in that 
time. 
 With that said, there are many people who end up doing so anyway. They feel they need to take a break, so decide to spend the year 
spending money they don’t have doing things they don’t need to do. This isn’t only dangerous because of the year it wastes. It also gets the 
person into lazy habits like not having a set structure. If they so choose to go back to school, the first semester becomes stressful because of 
such a rapid change in structure and schedule. Student who have taken a gap year are more likely to drop out because of this as opposed to 
students who head straight to college. 
 Overall it depends completely on your plans. With enough structure, taking a gap year can be a great tool to save up for the big 
expenses for college. However, the right people need to take it for the right reasons. If done the wrong way, it can increase your chances 
greatly for becoming stressed out and feeling uninspired to do the work, as well as dropping out. I believe taking a gap year is something to 
be done with great care, but would not recommend it for most. 

Should someone ever encounter a Gap year?
by Annalisa Pontecorvo

                 After high school, there are people who want to continue their education and decide on going to college. College is suppose to 
help you and get you ready for the future and what you choose to do. However, once high school is over some people are not sure if they 
want to continue with school or need a year off to save up money. Taking a year off is known as a gap year. There are many pros and cons 
with one deciding to take a gap year. Would you ever take one? Why or why not? Personally, I would never take one only because once 
I’m already in the process of attending school I think it would be hard to take a year off and then have to go back after not going for so 
long. I feel as if one might lose interest.
               My class and I have recently finished reading an article called “A gap year before college: Is it a good idea?.” In the article 
it discussed the reasons for why gap years can be beneficial or detrimental. Highschool seniors feel that taking a gap year can help 
them recover from the prior years of school and they can sit back and plan what they want to do for the future. According to the article 
Guidance counselors say that in recent years they have heard more students express their interest in it. But, it will only work for the 
students who have set goals in mind,not the ones who just plan on sitting on the couch with a bag of chips or a desire to go back. 
            Some pros that I have read about for going through with taking a gap year are the following: Students can become more focused 
when taking a break and reflect as they are traveling/working, some still need to mature as they graduate so young (16 and 17) because 
college is very independent and stressful, attending college is lots and lots of money so within the year families can prepare for it more 
because why spend the money on it if one isn’t sure? I can see why one would want to take a gap year for these reasons but I think it’ll 
only work for those who actually have a productive goal set. Otherwise, it won’t do good for anyone. There are also people who feel they 
have to go to college because everyone else is going. That should definitely NEVER be a reason as to why you want to go because that 
can affect you majorly. 
          The downside to taking a gap year are the following: A lot of money can get wasted  if you choose to travel or be in volunteer 
projects, once you left the school environment you will not want to go back after taking a break and, fear on feeling left behind. Many 
counselors and parents really fear the second one and know that for kids it will be very hard for them to return and they wouldn’t use the 
gap year wisley. I have read other articles on the Pros and Cons and all of them seem to have the same idea. 
        After reading a lit bit more about the gap year idea, would you take one? And what do you think about the idea? As mentioned in the 
introduction I still believe that taking a gap year isn’t the best and shouldn’t be considered unless you are well aware of it and know you 
goals for the future 100%. 
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Gap Years 
by Kayla Santiago

 There will always be mixed emotions regarding college. Some people love it, some hate it and some have conflicting feelings. 
Going to college is a big decision because it isn’t a place that will baby you. When taken seriously, people often notice how hard it can be. 
So that is why many individuals take a gap year after high school and think over their options. The article, “ A ‘gap year’ before college: 
Is it a good idea?” written by Leslie Brody, represents the pros and cons of a student taking a gap year. The article expresses information 
about the different point of views making plenty of valid and understandable points. There are multiple people who feel that a gap year is 
beneficial and helps immensely. However, there are also people who disagree with the idea of a gap year, Feeling as if it will only bring 
them debt and will delay the time you will graduate when you do decide to attend. 

 Everyone has different ways of doing things that personally help them, their ways may differ from others. Different things work 
for different people. I feel taking a gap year depends on who you are as a person and how you feel about college. Some people know 
that they are ready for college and some are still conflicted. I personally do not feel ready for college, I am only a sophomore and have 
more learning to do. I have about two and a half years to get ready, so I believe that I will have enough time to be prepared when the time 
comes. College is a serious commitment and I understand people taking their time to decide if they are built for the challenges. College 
also comes with a lot more independence that some may not have. In the article “ A ‘gap year’ before college: Is it a good idea?”, it states 
“ Some students, especially high school graduates who finished at 16 or 17, need a bit more time to mature before the independence and 
social whirl of college”. People mature with time and high school may not be enough in some cases. Not everyone gets an idea of who 
they are in high school and need to take extra time.    

  The idea of college is both exciting and scary to me but one thing I am sure of is that I want to go. College is extremely important 
and to get by in this very difficult world i’ll need it. I especially need it for the profession I want to pursue. I want to find a job in 
medicine, my goal is to be a surgeon. This requires years and years of studying and learning, which I intend to take very seriously. I will 
strive to get into a ivy league college, I am thinking of Howard University. Their medical school is great and there are even ways that I 
can finish college with my MD before 8 years. I know this is a lot of work but it will all be worth it, in the end, when I achieve my goal in 
the medical field.

 I have nothing against gap years, however, I personally would not want to take a year off before attending. Once I complete high 
school I hope to go straight into college, mainly because of the medical profession I aspire to have. If I want my MD I will be in school 
for an exceedingly long period of time. So I'd rather not prolong my time by taking a gap year, though I won't deny the benefits I can get 
out of it. I can take some time to build my money for college and get myself together after twelve years of none stop school. Though I am 
trying for scholarships so I can pay less money for my college education. In the article, “A ‘gap year’ before college: Is it a good idea?”, 
it is stated that there is a risk that once a student departs from the education system the desire to go back declines. I do not wish to fall off 
and lose the drive I have to get my education. I want to stay on the same track all the way through until I reach my goal.  

Gap Year: Good or Bad?
by Jonatan Silva

  Seniors in high school are full of stress. They have to apply for college, they have to think about what major they want to follow, 
and write college essays. The major they want to take in college might not be clear in their senior year, and that’s why there’s a gap year. 
A gap year is a year you take before going to college. Whether it is to save more money for college or to think about what they want to 
do. I personally think taking a gap year is great for those two things. Working will help seniors with their college tuitions, and it will also 
help them think about what you want to do in the future. Choosing what direction you want to follow is not easy for the most part. At the 
senior year, teens are still indecisive and don’t know what to do for the most part, so a good way to prevent choosing the wrong path or 
making the wrong choices is taking the gap year to reflect. But of course, they have to do something in the gap year. Some students want 
to take this year to travel and try to figure out more about themselves, which is a great idea. But for those who are taking this year just 
to lay down on a bed or on a couch watching Netflix for the whole day or doing something unproductive, it might hurt them and their 
choices. This type of behavior might discourage them to go to college and they will probably grow up sedentary and with a bad paying 
job.  Whether you take a gap year or not it is always good to think about the pros and the cons. If you are planning to take a gap year 
just to relax and do nothing, then you might consider not taking it, because the sooner you are done with school and your set for what 
you want to do in the future the better. I personally think that I’m not ready for college because I don’t know what I want to do or what 
I want to be yet. So I am probably taking this year off to work and think about what I want to do in the future so that I don’t waste time 
and money doing what I don’t like. That way I also have more money for college tuition and my mind is more focused on what I want to 
do. I’ll make sure I don’t become lazy and forget about going to college because that’s probably one of the worst decisions I can make 
because at the end of the day this will be the decision that will put my future life together.
           I am in favor of taking a gap year if it is for working or traveling to figure out yourself. If their purpose is to stay home for 
the whole year being unproductive I think they would be better off going to college. But I think they know what’s best for them and 
hopefully, they all proceed and do well in college.

GAP YEAR?
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Gap Year
by Luke Becker

 Next year I am embarking on my journey to college. It’s almost the end of November and there are continuous college deadlines 
being thrown at me. The process leading up to college applications is very stressful and is still not even close to the stress college will 
bring. Students are very aware of this and nowadays, many are now considering a gap year to relieve themselves of stress. 

The Pros-
 After four long and tiring years, students may need a break from the mental hardships of high school. This time off can really 
help students clear their head and get a well deserved mental break. However, this time off should be used wisely. During that gap year, 
you shouldn’t just be relaxing at home everyday. You should be working and going through new life experiences. In that year, you can 
potentially make much needed money to help pay for college. This is one of the best benefits in taking a gap year. However as I mentioned 
earlier, you should be doing new things and living life to the fullest. You can travel the world and try to do things that require time. In a 
year, there so many different things you can do and the list of possibilities is endless. The last primary benefit of the gap year is the time it 
gives students to reflect and think about important things. If you haven’t yet decided what you want to do with your life, that is your time to 
think about it. 

The Cons-
 With taking a gap year, the cons are limited. But in doing so, you’re taking a risk that could make or break you. After taking a year 
off from school, many students will grow lazy and lose their desire to go back to school. Everyone has a different outlook on this and I 
personally think it comes down the type of person you are and what kind of work ethic you have. If you don’t have that drive or desire 
to learn and stay productive, a gap year isn’t for you. For those that have any concerns regarding their own work ethic, you should ride 
the momentum you have from high school straight into college. The gap year will only provide an unnecessary risk for people like this. 
However, if you truly are a motivated student who can always turn the switch on and off, this is an issue you likely don’t have to worry 
about. 

 According to the Gap Year Association, gap year fair attendance has increased 294 percent since 2010. The world truly is changing. 
Gap years are becoming more and more popular every year. AGA research found that 90 percent of students who take a gap year return to 
school within a year, and are more likely to graduate on time. They’re also expected to have a higher grade-point average. It can truly be 
beneficial and this is a trend that is becoming more and more popular every year. I personally consider myself a very motivated student. 
Despite this, I’d rather just continue my educational journey and keep things simple. I know many parents are hesitant to embrace the idea 
of gap years but if your child is responsible and wants to do this, you should support them. As for students reading this, if you want to do 
this and you truly have a plan in place, go for it. 

Gap Year
by Rosemary Rueda

           A gap year can provide a person with valuable and good  new skills that any employer will be impressed by. Cultural awareness, 
organization, and an the ability to work independently are just some of the skills that are gained by taking a year out. But This can be a 
tough one for many people students. They wave as their friends all leave to college and start their new lives and they are left behind. They 
can’t start their new adventure yet because they don’t have the money since they have been primarily a student for several years. This is 
easily offset by working hard and saving cash quickly in order to take off as soon as possible.
           A gap year, for most people, is the period of life that you'll ever have. It is often a once in a lifetime experience and the chance to 
escape the daily grind without the stress of handing in papers, test, or homework. However, if planned right, it will also be an educational 
opportunity of growth and other benefits and not just a vacation or year off. A gap year should be a year on improving yourself. 
          A gap year will provide you with much more than a classroom setting ever can. We can learn a lot in the classroom, but it isn’t until 
we put it into practice in the real world that we really understand what’s going on in the world around us. A gap year lets us learn as we do 
and there’s much more room for new experiences to enter our lives. Students will also learn a lot more about themselves and who we are as 
people. Sometimes an experience during a gap year can sometimes not be so easy but you’ll learn just how much you can deal with when 
you really have to. Whether you are  volunteering, studying, or just traveling, you're bound to learn a ton.

Gap Year
by Jenny Shin

          Gap years are a good idea. They are a good idea because it can better prepare someone before college. One way it can prepare 
someone is financially. Some people don’t have enough money so the gap year would be a good idea so people can save up. Another way it 
can help is that it will give you another year to decide what you want to do for sure. I think that a year is a big difference and someone can 
have a different perspective in a year. If someone isn’t prepared for college, they can take their time and decide carefully. However, a gap 
year is not something ideal for someone who is not determined because instead of using that time to prepare yourself, they would be doing 
nothing.
           In conclusion, gap years are a good idea. The reasons are that they can prepare someone financially, mentally, and give them time. I 
would choose to do a gap year if I was unsure or not ready. I would not want to go into college if I am not prepared. 
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It All Depends On You
by Marilyn Grandov

 A gap year before college. What is this you may ask yourself? For those of you who don’t know, a gap year before college 
is a year you take off from school. You do this to either try out the real world if you’re on the fence on about going to college or 
to save up money to help pay for your tuition. College isn’t easy, and it also isn’t cheap; so many people want to know they’re 
making the right decision before doing so. 
 I feel that a gap year is a good and bad decision. To me, it all depends on your situation. If you are someone know isn’t 
financially able to go to college right away but you know that it’s something you want to do, a gap year is for you. It is the perfect 
opportunity to help yourself, because that one year off from school will pay off for the rest of your life. No one judges on when 
you go to school, or how long it takes you to get your degree, because at the end of the day when you receive that diploma, all of 
the weight on your shoulders will be lifted off.   
 If you are someone who doesn’t know what they want to do for the rest of their life, then a gap year may be helpful for 
you. You have to know yourself well enough that if you do take the year off, you won’t get money hungry. Even in some cases, 
just use it as an excuse to cover up for laziness. If you know that you will fall in love with the money or the couch, then a gap 
year is not for you. No decision is final, so if you are finding what you are passionate about and want to take a year off to try to 
find that within yourself, then a gap year is for you. There are many cases where a gap year can help you, but you have to know 
that you will have the motivation and structure to go back to school.
 I personally am not going to take a gap year. I have already applied to colleges and I am waiting to hear back yet. I know 
what I want to do with my life and have my goals set for myself. I want to go to school to be a civil engineer. This is a field 
that very few women get into, and it is something of great interest to me. I let my curiosity drive my passions because it creates 
problem solving situations, and I feel I excell well in those. I am ready to go to college and move into the next stage of my life. 
I am so thankful and grateful that financially I don’t have to take a gap year. I am also looking to further my athletic career into 
college as well. I hope to use my athletic ability to help pay for my tuition as well.   

Serendipity Needs You!!!!!
Do you like to write?  Do you like to draw? Are you interested in being part of the creative culture at RMHS?  If you 
answered yes to any of these questions then you need to get involved with Serendipity.  Serendipity is our school’s art 
and writing group.  See Ms. Ferraiuolo in room 202 for more information.
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Why should an RMHS student take Journalism and be a part of The Crown?
By: Maja Suric

 Journalism is a very fulfilling class to be a part of. Every day you are given a task, to write. In this class, you are allowed 
to express yourself through writing and are not given harsh deadlines to block your creativity. Once you have finished your 
work and turn it in, you may see it in the newspaper for the school! Seeing your name and your article in the paper is rewarding 
because you know that your hard work was taken seriously and appreciated. We not only work to create components to put into 
the paper, but there are also select students that work in editing the formation of the paper, making it look the best possible. 
 All of the topics that we learn and write about are up to date and very interesting. We talk about real-world events and 
express how we feel about the topic through the form of our writing. For example, recently we wrote about social media and 
whether it should be reviewed by corporations looking to hire you. Prior to that, we did an article on school safety. This topic is 
something that is thought about among all students due to the very frequent fatal events that happen in schools around us. If a 
student has a strong opinion on something, they should join The Crown so they can enlighten all of their readers about it. It may 
be believed that the paper is not read by many, but it is sent out to large amounts of members of the community who care for the 
articles and the events going on in the Ridgefield School System.

Why you should be part of The Crown
by Mya Marquez

Journalism teaches a form of writing that lets people express themselves through their writings. Whether it is being informative/
news articles, magazines, or more, that’s what makes people gravitate towards journalism. You have the abilities to write whatever 
you want give you the chance to express yourself through your writings. Anyone interested in investing their time to writing 
should take this class, especially when all you do is write, which can then later on help advance your writing skills. Although it 
is a class it doesn’t feel as if it is one, getting to attend this class is almost stress relieving from every other class you have to sit 
through. You get to learn so much from the articles you are supposed to base your article off of, along with the great advice you 
can get from the whole class. Being a part of The Crown holds so many ways for you to advance your writing skills which will 
become extremely helpful wherever you go in life.

“Why should an RMHS student take Journalism and be part of The Crown?”
by Isabel Ricon

          RMHS’ school newspaper “The Crown” is an awesome way to see what’s going on within the school and why those things 
are happening! Not only is it run by the amazing Mr. MacDonald, but the articles are written by our very own RMHS students! 
Students who take the class get to practice their writing skills both creatively and politically (sometimes within the school and 
other times, the world). It’s a great class to be able to express yourself in a safe place. If you write about something very personal, 
Mr. Mac will respect you and keep it to himself. If you write something informational or opinionated that you want people to see, 
if Mr. Mac approves it he’ll put it in. 
          We often have discussions and then write articles about what we spoke about. An example of this was our immunity to 
underage drinkers articles. In class we discussed the good and bads of the new law granting immunity to underage drinkers 
seeking medical help for others. In our articles, we were given freedom to express our opinions on the topic and why our opinions 
were just that. 
          In Journalism class there is an opportunity where you can be the editor of the newspaper. If you get this “position”, you will 
not be required to write articles, but instead you will spend most of the class time editing the newspaper layout. 
This class is one that all students should take if given the opportunity. It provides students with a safe space to be creative, be 
themselves, and open about their opinion on things. There are also many life lessons learned in this class when given certain 
things to write about. 

Why you Should be Part of the Crown
by Junnie Chung

 
 At Ridgefield Memorial High School the school newspaper club and elective “The Crown” has recently finished their 
first newspaper for the year of 2018. Although it took hard work and long periods the staff of “The Crown” was able to finish the 
newspaper. The journalism club and elective is all about writing and your opinions. If you join the club you would get to express 
your thoughts and opinions on certain topics. You would also get to share these opinions with others in the form of writing. 
 Being part of the RMHS journalism club/elective means getting to be part of the editing and making of the school 
newspaper. The staff of “The Crown” have different jobs to do, such as, editing(putting together the school newspaper), or 
writing the articles that would make up the newspaper. Whether your an editor or a writer you have significant part in making the 
school newspaper. As a writer you get to express your thoughts and opinions on a certain topic. Using your article and the school 
newspaper you can have an opinion on real world problems/ events. Joining an extracurricular activity can also help you with 
your highschool experience and college application. Overall, your opinion and thoughts can be taken into consideration by other 
students and teachers.
 In conclusion, joining the journalism elective would be beneficial and enjoyable. You would be part of the school 
community and be able to share thoughts and opinions on current events. You could change opinions and add new ideas to 
topics. Overall, joining the journalism elective can allow you to communicate your ideas and opinions on topics you might find 
interesting.

Why you should join the Crown?
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The Epilogue Lasts 
Forever

The school yearbook needs new 
members to join the 2018-2019 
Epilogue staff. Yearbook staff 
members work with Mrs. Holley, 
Ms. Abene and Ms. Ferraiuolo in 
creating the RMHS Epilogue. If 
you are interested in joining the 
yearbook staff, please contact Mrs. 
Holley, Ms. Abene or Ms. Ferrai-
uolo.

Why you should take journalism!
by Michael Febles

 Journalism is a very different class from all the others in that it covers all different topics. It also requires the ability to write your 
opinion and about real life experiences you’ve had. I feel this is a great thing, as it helps relieve stress and you’re able to use it as a way 
to channel feelings much like the arts do. Journalism also takes a lot of creativity, something many people lack, but can gain through 
experience. Unlike other language classes where you’re given one prompt, in this class you’re given options and can choose which one 
you’d like to write about. 
 However, this class takes a lot of independent work. This can be a great thing for some, but a downfall for others. Some people 
require a more interactive setting where they have a guardian to keep them in check. Others work better alone, without anybody to make 
them feel anxious to work faster than they need to. I know personally I work better with somebody to keep me in check as I can get easily 
distracted. Because of this, having assignments given to me with a far away due date is more of a challenge as it requires good time 
management, something I lack. I still find a lot of joy in this class since I get to write more casually. 
Like I mentioned earlier, this class takes creativity. Writing in general takes so much I consider it an art. Being able to write something 
really well takes a lot of outside-the-box thinking as much as something as subjective as music or painting does. It’s not like math or the 
sciences in which there are definite answers; It’s much more opinion based. This is a big reason why I enjoy journalism so much. Although 
it takes a lot of independent work, I’m still glad I’m taking it as it will prepare me for college. 

JOIN JOURNALISM NOW!
by Kayla Santiago

 Everyone has some sort of opinion or feeling toward a certain topic or idea, and oftentimes like to express their 
viewpoints. The class that allows you to do so would be journalism. In journalism class, you are given a topic and you are asked 
to write about your perspective of it. If your work is good enough it can be put on The Crown newspaper, which allows many 
people to understand your thoughts. Better yet the topics that you are given usually are interesting. So writing an article will never 
be a bore. Most of our days are spent in school, so why not find something that makes these eight hours more enjoyable? Not only 
is journalism a exciting class, but it also isn't hard to do. Our journalism teacher Mr.MacDonald provides us lots of time to get 
each article done, so you will have time for your other classes as well. The class is never too overwhelming, yet still keeps you 
intrigued. All ideas and thoughts are welcomed and supported, and it is all around a positive environment.
 My experience in journalism so far has been nothing but great, I do not have one complaint or concern in that classroom. 
So far I have written several articles and even got one on The Crown newspaper. All these articles were enjoyable to write and 
little by little my writing began to improve. Which is a good skill that I can take with me to the next grade, better yet my adult 

Why Should an RMHS student take journalism and be part of The Crown?
by Mary Griffin

“Why Should an RMHS student take journalism and be part of The Crown?”
 Being a part of something in High School is very  important. Weather it is a sport, a club, or any 
activity that you are interested in. RMHS offers a wide variety of clubs, activities, and classes. One 
of these clubs or classes that is offered and is underrated is journalism. Journalism is a class you can 
take as an elective. In my opinion, this is one of the best elective that a student can take.  Many of you 
may ask, well what is journalism? To answer this, journalism is a class where we write about certain 
topics, and we express our own opinions on these topics. Some of the topics that we wrote about this 
marking period were school violence, social media, extracurricular activities and much more. This is 
one of my favorite classes because unlike other classes, you are not forced to write about something that 
you have little to no interest in. Instead, you are writing about something that you are passionate about 
and are expressing your own opinions. Additionally, by taking journalism, you learn many life lessons 
that can be used in many other life situations. Furthermore, if you take journalism your essay’s can be 
featured in The Crown which is the school’s newspaper. It is pretty cool to see your essay in the school 
newspaper for everyone to see. I also enjoy reading about what is happening in RMHS, such as sports, 
student council, assemblies,  and much more. In addition, others students essays are also featured in the 
newspaper, and I like to read what other students feel about certain topics in the world that I have also 
written about. In conclusion, students should take journalism and be part of the crown because it is good 
for a student to be part of something and students can express their feelings about something that they 
are passionate about.
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Top 5 Bands of All Time
by Luke Becker

5. Pink Floyd 
Pink Floyd makes this list because of their absolutely unique and revolutionary sound. Over the bands career, they released a total of 15 studio albums 
including the legendary “Dark Side of the Moon” album that is praised as one of the best albums in history. They had a very psychedelic quality to their 
music and that is what helped them rise to stardom. They’re also known for producing very long songs with the longest being “Atom Heart Mother”, which 
is over 23 minutes. From a musicians standpoint, it’s hard to not call these guys musical geniuses and for that reason, they are on this list. 

4. Rolling Stones 
The Rolling Stones were among the many bands that took off as part of the famous British Invasion. This band had a softer tone than many of the other 
bands on this list and that is one thing I’ve always loved about their music. They have recorded 30 studio albums and the band was formed in 1962. That is 
a total of 56 years ago but they aren’t letting age get in the way of their love for music, as they are going on a U.S. tour in 2019. The band has certainly left 
their mark on the music world and they will forever be recognized as one of the best bands of all time. 

3. The Beatles 
Here is another legendary band that was part of the famous British Invasion. However, The Beatles were the most iconic band to come from this musical 
time period. They revolutionized the rock genre as well by doing so many things that had not been done in the recording process including being the first 
band to ever use distortion intentionally in their music. They were all great musicians and to make things even more impressive, they were all phenomenal 
singers. One thing people will always remember about The Beatles are the beautiful group harmonies that just add so much to their music. Their songwriting 
was also extraordinary and can’t go unnoticed. This band simply excelled in all facets of music and it is what makes them legendary. 

2. Led Zeppelin 
Led Zeppelin is the best “pure” rock band. However, they do not earn the top spot on my list for reasons I will explain later. When you think of classic rock, 
Led Zeppelin is the first band that comes to mind. They have created incredible music and I own their first 7 albums because each one is a masterpiece. 
Songs like Stairway to Heaven and Immigrant Song are among my favorites. My personal opinion is that Stairway to Heaven is the second best song of 
all time due to the crazy amount of creativity and the prominent musicianship on it. Beyond the one song, there is still so much to praise obviously. John 
Bonham created some of the most difficult and technical drum parts that I have ever seen. One that jumps out at me is the drum part in “Fool in the Rain”. 
I’m trying to learn it and it is extremely difficult. Jimmy Page was an absolute monster on guitar. And Robert Plant had one of the most unique voices of all 
time. 

1.Queen
For me, Queen was the only choice for the top spot on this list. They are WITHOUT A DOUBT, the best band there ever was. They were not just musicians. 
They were like artists at work. This band embodied the qualities of all the previous bands I mentioned and they took things to another level. They had a total 
of 15 studio albums and they were all incredible. With Queen, they were not just one genre. And they were not defined as legends due to difficult musical 
parts. They were legends because of their unparalleled level of creativity. That is most evident on their most popular song, “Bohemian Rhapsody”. This is 
my favorite song of all time. It’s absolutely beautiful and incorporates opera into rock, which was such an amazing feat. The album containing the song was 
actually called “Night at the Opera” because that whole album was incorporating opera elements into their music. They took so many risks with their music 
and they always tried to remain experimental. Luckily, they never disappointed. Freddy Mercury was the greatest front man of any band to ever exist and 
in my opinion, was the best singer to ever live. However, every member of that band were legends in their own way. For example, Roger Taylor was the 
drummer of Queen. But his contributions went much deeper than that. He was always involved in the song writing process and always sang with the band 
both live and in the studio. Brian May was a phenomenal guitarist that can never be overlook. And even the bassist John Deacon, will always be remembered 
for writing such catchy bass grooves in songs including “Another One Bites the Dust”. This band just did so much and they will always be the best band of 
all time. 



Page 15

Top 5 Holidays
by Mary Griffin

     Growing up, you have probably celebrated many holidays. The holidays you celebrate may be different depending on the religion you practice, your 
nationality, and more. By definition, a holiday is a day of festivity or recreation when no work is done. To me, a holiday is a time of celebration and a time 
to spend time with your family and friends. In my opinion, there is nothing better than hanging out with my cousins and spending time with my family on 
holidays. My family has many holiday traditions that include recipes, games, and much more. Holidays are a time time to be happy, and to celebrate the day 
with your loved ones. I determined the “Top 5 Holidays” based on my favorite holidays, and based on what most of my family and friends like as well. 

Christmas - Christmas is a time of pure happiness and joy, at least for me. I love giving gifts to all the important people in my life. Decorating my house 
for christmas is one of my favorite things to do. There is nothing better than waking up to a lit up christmas tree, or going out at night and seeing all of the 
christmas lights around town. My family has traditions of making christmas cookies and gingerbread houses, which is also one of my favorite things to 
do around this time. The christmas movie marathons and hot chocolate are something that I look forward to every year.  Most importantly, I love getting 
together with my family and celebrating the holiday. 

Thanksgiving - Thanksgiving is a time where you get to give thanks to your loved ones and stuff your face with delicious food.  It is not about presents, it 
is about spending time with your family. I love helping out in the kitchen, and I love that everyone helps each other out. You are never doing anything alone 
on thanksgiving. Cooking the turkey, baking the pies, setting up the house, are all some of my favorite holiday traditions. Thanksgiving never disappoints, 
especially with a big family like mine. 

Fourth of July - Fourth of July is another one of my favorite holidays. My family and I always get together to celebrate the holiday. We have a big barbeque 
and I get to have a good time with all of my cousins. I love seeing all of the fireworks, and lighting our own fireworks. It is always a time of laughter and 
love. 

Easter - Easter is another holiday that is a blast. Dying easter eggs, getting some candy, and spending time with family, are all part of the fun this Holiday 
brings. 

Halloween - Free Candy!- Can it can any better than that? Halloween is a time where you get to dress up as your favorite character,  express your interests, 
and of course get free candy. 

Top 5 TV Shows
by Kayla Santiago

~Grey's Anatomy
“Grey's Anatomy” is a show that represents the lives of “doctors” in a hospital originally called, “seattle grace hospital”, soon changed to “Grey-Sloan 
Memorial Hospital”. Written and produced by Shonda Rhimes, I believe this to be one of the greatest shows ever. It's filled with fourteen full seasons of 
drama and heartache. This show never fails to provide their audience with a shock, every episode bringing tears out of your eyes. Best of all the romance is 
one of the best aspects. Relationships in this show always have you at the edge of your seat, makeups breakups and so much more. Now they are coming to 
an end being season 15, it all may seem like a lot but it’s definitely worth it.  

~How to get Away with Murder 
Scandalous, mysterious and full of surprises is how I will describe this show.  “How to get Away with Murder” is a series about the crazy life of lawyers, the 
main character being Annalise Keating and her troublesome students. These lawyers are put many through trials and tribulations, causing them to make risky 
and almost deadly decisions. Much like the number one pick “Grey's Anatomy” this show provides you romances that always keep you interested. It is also 
produced by the guidance Shonda Rhimes. The show began sept, 25 2014 and is still providing its wondrous content to the world on season five.   

~The Vampire Diaries 
The first episode of “The Vampire Diaries” was released september 10, 2009. This amazing show was based off a book written by L. J. Smith and Aubrey 
Clark. However, the show was produced by Julie Plec. Before I discovered this show I wasn’t really into mythical creatures like, witches, vampires, 
and werewolves. Though “The vampire diaries” caught my attention immediately. The love triangles, spells and mystery never failed to interest me. 
Unfortunately this show concluded March 10, 2017 after eight seasons.     

~ The Office 
With all these dramaful shows, it’s always good to have a good laugh, and that's exactly what “the office” brings to the table. This television comedy was 
released March 24, 2005. It provided its audience with nine seasons of quality comedy. This show never failed to make me smile and laugh. “The Office” 
was completed may 16. 20013. I think it's safe to say the producer of the show, Greg Daniels did a pretty good job.   

~ Stranger Things 
A show about three curious boys who set out to find their missing friend and ended up coming across a little girl with strange abilities named Eleven. This 
girl reveals a whole new world to these boys and soon to their small town. The show takes place in 1984, and provides their audience much suspense and 
surprise. “Stranger Things” is a sci-fi, horror, and costume drama all in one. The show is a netflix original that came out July 15, 2016 and is currently on it 
third season.     
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Cooking Contest Comes to RMHS
by Denzel Acosta

            On January 30, 2019, Mrs. Ferdinand's Spanish 
4 and 4Honors classes prepared Spanish/Hispanic
inspired foods with Ms. Capotorto's STRIVE Program students in an 
interdisciplinary cultural cooking lesson. Students from both classes prepared 
empanadas for a contest to be judged by esteemed faculty members. Judges 
included Ms. Seabold, Mr. Kahn, Mr. Zunick, Mrs. Carlson, Mrs. Tavano, 
Mr.Reynoso, Mr. Mueller, Mr. Munguia and Ms. Wietecha. The judges based their 
decisions on taste and presentation.  The judges concluded that all contestants 
were winners.  Stay tuned for next marking period's cooking competition.


